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Description of Course:  This year seventh grade will be engaged in an exploration of 

scientific inquiry, astronomy, geology, and ecology. Basic laboratory skills and scientific 

inquiry studies will take place 1st semester, followed by our space science unit where we 

will focus on Earth’s relationship to the sun and moon and also explore objects outside of 

our solar system. We will begin our geologic studies in November, and continue through 

the beginning of 4th quarter. Geologic studies will explore the structure of Earth’s 

interior, processes of the Earth, including plate tectonics, mountain building, volcanic 

eruptions, rock and mineral formation, and earth’s history through geologic time.  We 

will end the year with ecology, where we will focus on ecosystems and relationships 

within them. 

 

 

Grading Method:  Grades will be weighted as follows:    

                                     - Classwork/Homework:  20% 

                                    -  Evaluation (Exams, Quizzes, Projects):  80% 

 

Grading Scale 

90-100  A 

80-89  B 

70-79  C 

60-69  D 

Below 60  F 

   

 

Parents and students may check grades as often as they like through CCUSD’s online 

“Infinite Campus.” 

 

It is a good idea to check my website often, as the homework, due dates, ISN log, and 

other pertinent information may be found there. My website is updated every day. It 

may be found by going to the Sonoran Trails home page, then “Our Staff,” then 

“Joanne Spiess.” Another way to get to my website is to type the following into your 

web browser:   http://bit.ly/JoanneSpiess 

 

 

Text:  We will draw upon a variety of materials ranging from newspapers to the World 

Wide Web.  Support texts include several modules from the Glencoe series, an online 

textbook from Discovery Ed and also may include Science Insights – Exploring Earth 

and Space, by Scott Foresman-Addison Wesley. 

 

Required Materials:  9” X 11” (or 10” X 12”) spiral notebook, preferably with a plastic 

cover, pencils, colored pencils, at least 2 red pens, your student agenda and a pocket 

folder. Please bring these with you to class every day. 



Science Expectations 

1.  You are responsible for all work missed due to absences. You will be granted an     

extension of 2 days for each day absent.   

2.  It is your responsibility to find out what you missed when you were absent.  All  

homework is posted on a calendar in the classroom, and is available on my school 

district website at ccusd93.org.  

3.   No more than ½ credit will be given for late assignments. However, an exception to  

      this is that assignments may receive full credit (if they are 100% correct) if turned in  

      no more than one day late with a “Buy-A-Day” pass. 

      Students will receive four Buy-A-Passes each semester. 

4.   You are encouraged to ask for extra help.  It is your right and responsibility to seek  

help in a timely fashion. 

 5.  Lab safety is of primary concern in science.  Any action that compromises the 

safety of any individual will result in loss of lab privileges. Safety expectations will 

be outlined in a separate document. 

6.  All discipline problems will be dealt with according to school policy.  

 

 

Office Hours:               Mondays 6:45 AM 

 

Email:                            jspiess@ccusd93.net 

 

Phone:                           (480) 272-8655 

 

 

 

Please review this overview with your parents and sign it. I will keep one copy and one 

will go in your science notebook (ISN). 

 

 Note:  This will count as a homework assignment. 

 

 

Please do NOT cut the bottom portion off. 

 

************************************************************************ 

 

I have read the overview for 7th Grade Science and understand the expectations outlined. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________          _________________________________ 

    (student signature)                                                   (parent/guardian signature) 

 

 

 

__________________________________          _________________________________ 

    (date)                                                                         (date) 


